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A POSSIBLE OUTLINE FOR A COURSE IN 
FRESHMAN COMPOSITION 


IRENE M. Hawortu 
New Britain (Conn.) High School 


In approaching such a comprehensive study as an outline 
for a course in composition, it is well to settle in the intro- 
duction those points which are bound to recur in every set 
of themes. I have, therefore, assumed for my plan a school 
year of forty weeks in which compositions, written and 
oral, are to be assigned for two days of the school week. 
At once I grant that the time here allotted to oral composi- 
tion is perhaps extensive; yet, since the popularity of this 
branch of English teaching increases annually, I deem it 
best, in the slogan of the moment, “to be prepared.” 

I have selected as the reading material for the year ‘the 
following classics, enumerated in the order in which they 
are to appear: “Treasure Island,” “Ivanhoe,” “Julius Cae- 
sar,” “The Merchant of Venice,’ “The Sketch Book,” and 
“The Lady of the Lake.’ Literature is to correlate closely 
with composition. 

As far as the teacher is concerned, the learning of a les- 
son resolves itself into three parts,—the assignment, the 
production, the criticism. Of these three I shall here deal 
with only the first. In explaining to the class, then, the 
nature of the year’s work, I shall establish a set of rules 
in regard to the mechanics of both writing and delivery. 
Furthermore, as I expect to teach in a vocational school 
where the degree of mentality is not high, I shall plan, in 
addition to rules which might be enforced in any school, 
the specification of the errors of the written page in some 
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such way as this: Each pupil will write his theme twice, once 
on paper for his own use, once in a note-book which he will 


| 
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hand to me. By such means, during the time for class criti- _ 
cism, I can call attention to mistakes in punctuation and mis- | 
spelling. Difficulties of individual assignments can cer- — 


tainly not be settled here. I shall endeavor, when the day 
arrives, to stress the salient obstructions. So, too, I have 
left the expansiort of the more particular principles of rhet- 
oric, such as the exact place of introduction of unity, coher- 
ence, emphasis, paragraphing, sentence structure, and vocab- 
ulary, for future study. In some cases I have mentioned 
these factors in a week’s program, but only relatively. I 
have supposed, however, that, by the end of the eighth 
week, the pupil is familiar with the nomenclature of the 
essentials. 

The determination of the annual work as a whole exacts 
its separation into two distinct halves of twenty weeks 
each. For the first, I have adopted as my basis the presen- 
tation of exposition for six weeks, of narration for seven, 
and of description for seven, The lessons of the last divi- 
sion will co-ordinate with those of the second. For the 
other half year I shall try to make a disguised review of 
previous weeks with closer attention, however, to grammati- 
cal and rhetorical form, During these months, when teacher 
and pupils will, I hope, be passing from the mutual forbear- 
ance of chance acquaintance to the pleasures of friendship, 
I shall strive to make composition periods hours which shall 
bring to little minds worlds as yet undreamed of. 

Let me express here by indebtedness to “The English 
Leaflet” for March, 1916. 


FIRST HALF VEAR 


EXPOSITION First Six WEEKS 
First Week 
1. Preparation 
Conversation between teacher and scholars on the following 
topics: 
a. Return to Work 
5, What I Have Learned Before 
c. What I Expect to Learn 
2. Oral Theme ‘ 
This week the above conversation takes its place. 
3. Written Theme. 
For this task the last two topics serve as basis. 
Second Week 
1. Preparation. 
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a. Teacher explains difficult point either in English or 
some other branch of learning. 
b. The class then ascertains the secret of clear exposition. 
c. One or two boys explain simple mechanical devices. 
d. The class analyzes for clearness. 
2. Oral Theme. 
How to Make Something. 
3. Written Theme. 
Mistakes I Have Made in Making Something. 


Third Week 
1. Preparation. 
a. Difficulty of making oneself understood. 
b. Clarity of a mathematics problem. 
c. An illustration from mathematics. 
ad, Necessity of unity and coherence. 
2. Oral Theme. 
Explanation (with diagram) of a Process Learned in Some 
Other Course. 
3. Written Theme. 
Something at which I am an Expert. 


Fourth Week 


1. Preparation. 
a. Advertisements. 
(a) Bring to class samples of both good and bad 


(b) The necessity of emphasis. 
Oral Theme. 
The Trick by Which I Sold Something. 


3. Written Theme. 
An Advertisement in either Prose or Verse. 


Fifth Week 


1 Preparation. 
a. The power of appeal. 


2. Oral Theme. 
a. The pupils work in pairs. One is to make an appeal; 


the other to grant or refuse this. 
3. Written Theme. 
An Appeal for Some Change in the School. 
Sixth Week 
1. Preparation. 
a. Need of some civic improvement. 
b. Read an editorial in this connection. 
2. Oral Theme. 
Duties of Different City Officers. 
3. Written Theme. 
An Editorial for the School Paper. 


NARRATION WEEKS SeVEN THROUGH THIRTEEN 


Seventh Week 


1. Preparation. 
a, Stevenson’s life. , Manele 
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2. 


3. 


Oral Theme. 2 
An Anecdote of Stevenson’s Life. 


Written Theme. . 
A letter from one character in “Treasure Island” to another. 


Eighth Week 


1, Preparation. ; 
a. Necessity of a joke. 
Its secret-suggestion. 
2. Oral Theme. 
A Joke. 
3. Written Theme. 
When the Joke was on Me. 
Ninth Week 
1. Preparation. 
a. Tales of heroism. 
2. Oral Theme. 
An Everyday Hero. 
3. Written Theme. 
A Hero from History. 
Tenth Week. 
1. Preparation. 
a. Pleasure of pretending. ; 
b. Impromptu dramatizing of some simple poem. 
2. Oral Theme. 
Impersonate (in costume?) some one else. 
3. Written Theme. 


What I Would Do if I Were Some Person in Authority. 


Eleventh Week 


1. 


2. 


3. 


Preparation. 

a. Life of Scott. 

Oral Theme. 

An Incident from the Author’s Life. 

Written Theme. 

An Imaginative Subject in Connection with Scott, as 
What a Carpenter Saw while Helping to Build Abbotsford. 


Twelfth Week 


ate 
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Preparation. 

a, Knowledge of “Ivanhoe.” 

Oral Theme. 

a, Dramatization from “Ivanhoe.” 

Written Theme. 

A letter from one character in “Ivanhoe” to another. 


Thirteenth Week 


ily 


2. 


Preparation. 

a, The necessity of conversation. 
Oral Theme, 

Dialogues. 

Written Theme. 

Dialogues, 
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DESCRIPTION WeEKS FouRTEEN TO TWENTY 


Fourteenth Week 
1. Preparation. 
a, Lesson in perception of histrionic origin. 
2. Oral Theme. 
A Person Whom I Consider Well Dressed. 


3. Written Theme. 
How to Dress on a Limited Allowance. 
Fifteenth Week 
1. Preparation. 
Room design and description. 
Magazine articles. 
Oral Theme. 
Planning My Room (diagram). 
3. Written Theme. 
Description of Some Building I Know. 
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Sixteenth Week 
1. Preparation. 
Reading of a good description from nature. 
2. Oral Theme. 
A Natural Beauty of Our Town or State. 
3. Written Theme. 
A Landscape Which Appeals to Me. 


Seventeenth Week 
1. Preparation. 
a, Introduction to poetry. 
b. Reading of poetical description from nature. 
2. Oral Theme. 
Reading in class of poetical descriptive passages found by 
students. 
3. Written Theme. 
My Favorite Poem. 


Eighteenth Week 
1 Preparation. 
a. Description of animals. 
b. Readings from Scott, Stevenson, etc. 
Oral Theme. 
Tale of Animal Heroism. 
3. Written Theme. 
“My Pets. 


Nineteenth Weck 
1 Preparation. 
a. Action in description. 
b. Word picture of a city street. 
c. The sensory appeal. 


2. Oral Theme. 
How a Crowd Affects Me. 
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3. Written Theme. 3 
Main Street on Saturday Night. 
Twentieth Week. 
1. Preparation. 
a, The Combining of Narration and Description. — 
b, Reading of a good short story. 
2. Oral, Theme. 
A Thrilling Tale. 


3. Written Theme. 
Teacher reads part of a narrative which scholars complete. 


SECON DIAALF YEA 


Twenty-first Week 


1. Preparation. 
a. Life of Shakespeare. 


2. Oral Theme. 
An Anecdote about Shakespeare. 
3. Written Theme. 
Shakespearian Country. 
Twenty-second Week x 
1. Oral Theme. 
Dramatization from Shakespeare. 
2. Preparation for Business Letter Writing. 
3. Written Theme. 
Letter applying for a position, 
Twenty-third Week 
ie 1Oralvekheme, 
Dramatization from Shakespeare. 
2. Preparation. 
See Week 22. 
3. Written Theme. 
Letter asking for exchange of goods.’ 
Twenty-fourth Week, 
1. Preparation. 
a, Talks on foreign lands. 
2. Oral Theme. 
Customs of Foreign Lands (in costume). 


3. Written Theme. 
Student, as a commission agent, is to write to a foreign 
land for a shipment of goods. 


Twenty-fifth Week 
1. Preparation. 


a. Difficulty of transferring one’s thought to his neighbor. 
b. Difficulty of salesmanship. 


Oral ‘Theme. 

I Sell Something. 

3. Written Theme. 

A letter to “puff” an article of merchandise. 
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Twenty-sixth Week 
1. Preparation. 
a. Review of advertising. 
b. If possible a talk from a local business man. 
2. Oral Theme. 
Good Advertisements I Have Seen. 
An advertisement in verse or prose. 


3. Written Theme. 


Twenty-seventh Week 


1. Preparation. 
a. The Life of Irving. 


2. Oral Theme. 
An Anecdote from Irving’s Life. 


3. Written Theme. 
Irving’s Travels. 
Twenty-eighth Week 
1. Preparation. 
History of the city. 
geOral Themes 
An Interesting Historical Incident of Our Town. 
3.. Written Theme. 


One Reason Why Our State is of National Importance. 


Twenty-ninth Week 
1. Preparation. 
Talk on Current Events. 
2.) Oxal. Dheme: 
Current Events. 
3. Written. Theme... 
What I Know about the Presidential Campaign. 
Thirtieth Week 
1. Preparation. 
a. Talk on Myths. 


2. Oral Theme. 
Dramatization of Simple Myths. 


3. Written Theme. 
Dramatization of My Favorite Fairy Tale. 
Thirty-first Week 


1. Preparation. 
a. For a ? theme. 


2. Oral Theme. 
) 


3. Written Theme. 
Development of a good sentence. 
Thirty-second Week 
1. Preparation. 
A visit to a factory. 


2. Oral Theme. 
Delineation of One Process Noted. 
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3. Written Theme. 
An Exposition of the Whole Process. 
Thirty-third Week 
1. Preparation. 
a. The pleasure of good talk. 
2.) Orale theme: 
A Three-minute Talk Around. 
3. Written Theme. Ry 
A Monologue in Which I Assume Another Individuality. 
Thirty-fourth Week 
1. Preparation. 
a. Necessity of entertaining one’s guests. 
oenOxral- ol hene 
I Entertain My Classmates. 


3, Written Theme. : 
A Plan for an Entertainment. 


Thirty-fifth Week 
1. Preparation. i 
a. Reading of a good detective story. 
g. Oral Theme. 
An Actual Fact about Detectives. 


Written Theme. 
The working out of a detective story plot. 
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Thirty-sixth Weck 
1. Preparation. 
a. Talk on athletics. 
2. Oral Theme. 
Exposition of Some Outdoor Game. 
3. Written Theme. 
The Most Thrilling Minute of a Game. 
Thirty-seventh leek 
1. Preparation. 
Talk on current magazines and newspapers. 
2. Oral Theme 
The Good Points of a Certain Magazine or Newspaper. 
3. Written Theme. 
The New Magazine | Have Recently Come to Like. 
Thirty-eighth Week 
1. Preparation. 
Beautiful America. 


2. Oral Theme. 
Some Well-known Spot of Beauty I have Visited or Read 
About. 


3. Written Theme. 
An Ideal Spot for a Vacation. 


Thirty-ninth IV eek 
1. Preparation. 
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Given some weeks before—ideas for a short story. 
Oral Theme. 
My Best Joke. 
3. Written Theme. 
An Original Short Story. 
Fortieth Week 
1. Preparation. 
A talk on the year’s work. 
2. Oral Theme. 
Dramatization worked out by class. 


3. Written Theme. 
A Few Things Mv Freshman Year Has Taught Me. 


nO 


BDITORIAL- NOTES 


Two of the New England Colleges will this summer offer 
courses in the Teaching of English in the High School. 
At Dartmouth, Mr. Samuel Thurber will offer a three-weeks’ 
course which the Dartmouth Summer School circular de- 
scribes as follows: 

A study of some of the more important problems met 
hy teachers of English in secondary schools: the course of 
study: preparing for college entrance examinations; Eng- 
lish in general, commercial, and technical schools; the use 
of current literature and periodicals: suggested lists of 
books for reading; methods of teaching the essay, the 
drama, the novel, etc. Practical suggestions for the teach- 
ing of composition; the uses of a textbook in rhetoric, 
the place for grammar, oral composition, speaking, and 
debating; the correcting and rating of themes; devices for 
vitalizing composition work, Themes written by high school 
pupils will be corrected and discussed. The course will con- 
sist of lectures, conferences, class discussion, and reports of 
actual experience in Finglish teaching. 


At Harvard Mr. Thomas will offer two courses. The 
first is an elementary course designed for those with little 
“or no experience in English teaching. It will examine the 
fundamental principles that should determine the construc- 
tion of the English course; the articulation of high-school 
English with grammar-school English; the teaching of lyric 
poetry, drama, the novel. the short-story, the essay, and the 
classics in translation. Jt will likewise discuss the relation- 
ship of grammar, compesition, and literature, with special 
attention to composition —- oral and written. Such supple- 
mentary aids as periodical literature, dramatics, literary 
clubs, motion pictures, the school paper, debating, prize- 
speaking, and library work will receive attention. Sugges- 
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_ tions will be offered for adjusting the English course to the 
needs of pupils in the commercial, trade, and industrial de- 
partments. 

A second course is designed for advanced students and 
experienced teachers. It will consider in detail certain speci- 
fic problems that arise in the teaching of secondary English 
and will discttss methods that have been found helpful in 
the practical solution of some of these problems. Early in 
the course each enrolled member will choose a topic for 
special investigation, the results to be embodied in a written 
report. It is hoped that many of these reports may later 
be published and thus be of general service to English 
teaching. 


RECENT ENGLISH BOOKS 


Sheridan’s The School for Scandal. Collated and edited by Han- 
son Hart Webster. Price, 44 net. Houghton Mifflin Company. 


Helen Keller’s The Story of My Life. School Edition. R. L. S. 
Houghton Mifflin Company. 


Shakespeare’s Macheth. Edited by Daniel V. Thompson, A.M. 
Head of the Department of English in the Lawrenceville School. 
Henry Holt and Company. 


A Handbook of American Speech, By Calvin L. Lewis, A. M. Pro- 
fessor of English, Hamilton College, Clinton, N. Y. Scott, 
Foresman and Company. 


Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice. Edited by Samuel Thur- 
ber, Jr. Head of the English Department in the Newton Tech- 
nical High School. 

An admirable re-editing of the text edited years ago by Mr. 
Samuel Thurber, Sr. Allyn and Bacon. 


What Is English? By C. H. Ward, M.A., Head of the Depart- 
ment of English. The Taft School, Watertown, Conn. 
What ever task Mr. Ward attempts he does in an originai 
and admirable wav. Every teacher who reads this book will 
be inspired to do better work in the classroom. 


Unusually Attractive Editions 


‘Masterpieces of the English Drama’? Series 
THOMAS MIDDLETON 


Introduction by Martin W. Sampson of Cornell University. 
410 pages. 


The four plays given in this volume show Thomas Middle- 
ton as the ready maker of vivid dialogue, lively scenes, well- 
constructed plots and very human stories. Michaelmas term 
and A Trick to Catch the Old One display his best comedy 
vein; d Fair Quarrel and The Changeling illustrate his 
power in tragic drama «f romantic quality. 


BEN JONSON 


Introduction by Ernest Rhys, General Editor of Every- 
man’s Library. 574 pages. 


Presents four plays which represent Jonson at four distinct 
summits of his comic invention—Avery Man in His Humor, 
Volpone, or the Fox, anes: or the Silent Woman, and 
The Alchemist. 


AMERICAN BOOK COMPANY 


New York Cincinnati Chicago Boston 


JUST OUT 
Ballads. 


Edited by Gurpo H. STEMPEL, Associate Professor in 
Indiana University. (Auglish Readings for Schools.) 
xxxviii + 329 pp. 16 mo. 60 cents. 

This collection of English and Scottish ballads meets 
the new uniform Entrance Requirement in English in the 
Poetry group of the books for reading. It contains about 
sixty-five ballads, about two-thirds of them of popular 
origin, chosen for their interest to young readers as well 
as for their representative value. The introduction seeks 
to give the young student a clear and definite notion of 
what popular poetry is like and how it differs from the 
poetry of conscious literary endeavor. There is a special 
section on language and meter, a descriptive bibliography, 
and a glossary. 


HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY 


34 West 33d Street 6 Park Street 2451 Prairie Ave. 
NEW YORK BOSTON CHICAGO 


How Often Do We Hear 


“You know what I mean.” 
or 
“T don't express myself very well.” 


The latter is more likely to be true. The difficulty is that 
the speaker never had any skilled instruction in talking. 


Brewers Oral English 


a textbook for English classes, is designed to correct this 
fault, so embarrassing to all, and so costly to some. It is 
not elocutionary in its methods, but intensely practical. 
While its emphasis is chiefly on everyday talking, it treats 
also of debating and parliamentary law, 396 pages $1.00. 


Already introduced in a large number of schools. 
Is yours among the number ? 


Ginn and Company 
15 Ashburton Place < A Tey Boston 


A New Edition 
of 
AS You LIKE IT 


By Epcar Corr Morris, A. M. 
Syracuse University 


An edition distinguished by: 


Editing which possesses a live, vigorous quality; notes of 
real interest to high school pupils, not too erudite in 
character; in matters of larger interest, numerous 
references to further sources of information. 


Quaint and unusual illustrations, used freely throughout 
text and notes, reproduced trom woodcuts taken from 
old editions. 


Unusually clear typography in notes as well as text. 
30 cents 


Silver, Burdett & Company 


221 COLUMBUS AVENUE - - - BOSTON 


